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 First ALT/BAU network meeting in Chemnitz 
gives the green light for second project phase 
 
On 3rd and 4th September 2018, the City of Chemnitz 
welcomed 13 European project partner representatives to 
the URBACT Transfer Network (see the August 2018 EU 
Office newsletter). This final meeting of the first project 
phase provided the guests, who had come from cities of 
Constanta (Romania), Riga (Latvia), Seraing (Belgium) 
und Turin (Italy), with a detailed overview of the work of 
StadtWohnen, which is sponsored by WGS mbH. In this 
context, the ALT/BAU team, spearheaded by Martin Neu-
bert of StadtWohnen, also organised an excursion to 
Sonnenberg, where the agency has prevented the demoli-
tion of a number of desolate ‘Gründerzeit’ buildings 
(erected during the rapid industrial expansion of the late 
19th century) in recent years. Guests were able to see the 
progress that has been made with the renovation of sev-
eral agency properties, along with new ideas for making 
use of them. 

Each of the project partner cities gave a presentation of 
their activities, networking session, giving the starting sig-
nal for the second project phase which will last until De-
cember 2020. The aim of the network is to support the six 
cities as they set up a management system for old build-
ings, modelled on the Chemnitz paradigm. At the same 
time, comparing notes helps the local ALT/BAU team to 
reflect critically on its own approach and adapt to the ev-
er-changing Chemnitz property market. A video on the 
StadtWohnen project website gives a brief overview of the 
two days. 
 
The ALT/BAU network allows the EU to provide 
short-term support for the mutual learning process and 
promote long-term sustainable development in the dis-
tricts and cities of the seven partners, Chemnitz, Rybnik 
(Poland), Vilafranca del Penedès (Spain), Riga (Latvia), 
Seraing (Belgium), Constanta (Romania) and Turin (Italy). 
The project is thus being implemented by city council spe-
cialists working with agency employees. Chemnitz has 
previously been awarded URBACT funding in the context 
of its earlier project, “2nd Chance – Waking up the ‘Sleep-
ing Giants’.” with StadtWohnen being cited as “URBACT 
Good Practice”. The next ALT/BAU network meeting will 
take place in January 2019 in Seraing, Belgium. 

 

 

Project partner presentations kick off the event 
Photo: StadtWohnen 

 

 
 

 

ALT/BAU is focussing on empty Gründerzeit build-
ings        Photo: StadtWohnen 

 
 

 

Sonnenberg tour in front of Markusstrasse 35 and 
40   Photo: StadtWohnen 

https://www.chemnitz.de/chemnitz/en/city-of-chemnitz/chemnitz-international/european-contacts/index.html
https://www.chemnitz.de/chemnitz/en/city-of-chemnitz/chemnitz-international/european-contacts/index.html
https://www.stadtwohnen-chemnitz.de/alt-bau/
http://urbact.eu/housing-agency-shrinking-cities
http://urbact.eu/housing-agency-shrinking-cities
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Living democracy in Chemnitz from 15th to 
21st October 2018 

The Laterne gallery received more than 100 submis-
sions for its MailArt initiative, “How do you see Europe?”  
These were displayed in a special exhibition that 
opened at the Chemnitz University of Technology at the 
start of European Local Democracy Week. And a policy 
debate simulation by the Young European Federalists 
allowed participants to take on the role of a government 
leader or a Member of the European Parliament to dis-
cuss a proposed directive. 

Cross-border project: “Connected by a 
Common Interest in Traffic” 

The association of Straßenbahnfreunde Chemnitz e. V. 
and Boveraclub, z.s. Liberec associations raise aware-
ness of technical monuments in Saxony and the Czech 
Republic. Cultural and tourist events in both countries 
demonstrate the close and long-standing collaboration 
between the organisations and associations of both 
regions on the restoration and servicing of historical 
vehicles. This includes supporting each other with the 
preparation of multi-lingual material for exhibitions, ex-
hibits, events and marketing purposes. The exchange of 
technical know-how is especially important. The associ-
ations have filed applications for small project funding 
under the collaborative programme between the Free 
State of Saxony and the Czech Republic 2014–2020. 

we:connect project at Chemnitz Volks-
hochschule (Adult Education Centre) since 
mid-2017 

Previous trips for teachers and VHS (adult education 
centre) staff have gone to Belgium, Italy, Spain, France, 
Malta, Austria and Hungary. The aim is to exchange 
views with European educators in order to promote a 
forward-looking approach to education, expand teach-
ing skills, analyse best practice on the ground and de-
velop transferable solutions for Chemnitz. The team 
primarily wants to determine how adult education cen-
tres can play a role in the learning process, enabling 
learning to be accessed at any time rather than restrict-
ed to fixed times and places (digital), and to be collabo-
rative (participatory) and accessible for all people re-
gardless of impairments or disabilities (inclusive). 

 

 
Planning game: “No Funny Business // You run the 
EU”                                                          Photo: JEF 

 

 
Get-together as part of the 16th annual Tram Festi-
val                 Photo: Straßenbahnfreunde Chemnitz 

 

 
 

 
Participants brought new ideas and skills 

Photo: Andreas Franke 
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 Learning from Rotterdam?! – Training and 
networking trip from 14th to 17th June 

The association of ASA-FF organises European network-
ing trips under the “new undiscovered narratives” model 
project, collectively known as “Learning from...?!”. After 
having visited Budapest, the destination in June was Rot-
terdam, which is considered to be a best practice for 
communal strategies against right-wing populism. The trip 
comprised seven cultural, civil society and administrative 
representatives. Participants from local groups such as 
SMAC, Komplex Theater, Wolkenkuckucksheim, CWE 
and others researched national narratives and official pol-
icies of memory in relation to the process of European 
transformation. They discussed challenges and experi-
ences relating to right-wing populism with key players 
from the cultural sector, civil society, science and admin-
istration, and collected examples of good practice and 
innovative approaches. The way in which Rotterdam 
deals with its current situation is strongly influenced by the 
way it deals with its violent past. Residents are deeply 
connected with their city. Responding to the open ques-
tion “Learning from Rotterdam?!”, the majority of people 
said that the Chemnitz representatives were the “back-
bone of democracy” and should remain independent of 
current city politics by not becoming part of the polarisa-
tion but by ensuring that a range of voices were heard. 
The travellers plan to bring their impressions back to 
Chemnitz to use as inspiration, e.g. for the “Aufstand der 
Geschichten” festival (Revolution of the Past) from 3rd to 
10th November 2018. 

Environmental Forum in Chemnitz’s Twin 
City, Tampere, 17th to 19th October 

Tampere is an industrial city with 232,000 residents and is 
known for having the cleanest air in Finland. Under the 
heading of “Low emission cities: for cleaner air and cli-
mate mitigation” initiative, the first day of the Environment 
Forum began with the “Green areas and biodiversity”, 
“Water” and “Air quality, climate change & energy effi-
ciency” working groups. The “Green areas and biodiversi-
ty” working group discussed the subject of a ‘green fac-
tor’, among other things. Various cities such as Stock-
holm, Tampere and Helsinki have introduced this type of 
tool to reinforce and expedite nature based solutions. 
However, the tool must be developed and applied in a 
way that is appropriate for the city in question. A short 
excursion took the participants down the Tammerkoski 
nature trail in Tampere. Tammerkoski is the connection 
between both lakes that surround Tampere, which supply 
hydropower that meets the majority of its energy require-
ments. On the second day, participants met for presenta-
tions, discussions and round table discussions on a num-
ber of topics. 

Inside Het Nieuwe Instituut – Museum of Architec-
ture, Design and Digital Culture 

Photo: ASA-FF e. V. 

   

 

“Authentic Rotterdam Heritage” in the Museum 
Rotterdam                               Photo: ASA-FF e. V. 
 

 

 
 

 

EUROCITIES Environment Forum with an exten-
sive programme covering a variety of topics 

Photo: City of Chemnitz 
 

 

Grit Winkel of Chemnitz Office for green areas 
presenting projects in Chemnitz 

Photo: City of Chemnitz 
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Europe is fun – 66th European Competition 
“YOUrope – it’s all about you!” 

 
The 66th European competition is the oldest student 
competition in Germany and encourages students to get 
involved. An imminent Brexit and the forthcoming Euro-
pean elections mean that 2019 will be a particularly im-
portant year. Against this background, the 66th Europe-
an Competition in the 2018/2019 school year has been 
given the title, “YOUrope – it’s all about you!”. Children 
and young people have a free hand across 13 different 
tasks and five age groups. They can give their imagina-
tion free rein using images, texts, music they have com-
posed, comics, picture stories, speeches, poetry slams, 
sculptures, street art, videos, social media art, poster 
series and theatre performances. With German Presi-
dent Frank-Walter Steinmeier as their patron, young 
people are standing up for Europe’s future. Entries 
should be submitted to the Regional Office for Schooling 
and Education by 9th February 2019. 

Events in November 2018 

15 October – 9 November 2018   Central Lecture Building at 

Chemnitz University of Technology 
How Do You See Europe? exhibition (MailArt project 
from European Local Democracy Week) 

7 November 2018   4.15-5.45pm   Villa Ida in Leipzig 

EU education grants: Erasmus+ 

10 November 2018   4pm   In front of the bust of Karl Marx 
Proclamation of the Republic of Europe (as part of the 
European Balcony Project festival) 

10 November 2018   4.30pm   Behind the bust of Karl Marx 
What can Europe learn from Chemnitz? (Story-Café) 

Contact/publication details 

 
City of Chemnitz 
Bürgermeisteramt (Mayor’s Office) 
Markt 1 
09111 Chemnitz 
Tel.:     +49 (0)371 488-1500 
Fax:     +49 (0)371 488-1599 
Email: buergermeisteramt@stadt-chemnitz.de 

Contact: Pia Sachs, EU Co-ordinator 

Editorial deadline: 18/10/2018  
The next newsletter will be published on 07/01/2019. 

 

 

 Source: Poster image by Lukas Koffer 
 

Tasks by age group and conditions for partici-
pation: 

https://www.europaeischer-wettbewerb.de 

State Office for Schools and Education 

Radebeul Office 
Department 21, Ms Bärbel Bach 
Dresdner Straße 78 c, 01445 Radebeul 
Tel: 0351 8324-461 
E-Mail: baerbel.bach@lasub.smk.sachsen.de  

 
 

 

 

 What might Europe’s future look like? Like the 
kind of Europe where Chemnitz would say, this 
is our Europe? 

Please register to participate by sending 
an email to anna.staab@asa-ff.de  

  
 

 

 

https://laterne19.jimdo.com/start/seite-europa/
https://www.kmk-pad.org/veranstaltungen/details/eu-foerdermittel-fuer-den-schulbereich-erasmus-1654.html
https://aufstand-der-geschichten.de/ausrufung-der-europaeischen-republik/
https://europeanbalconyproject.eu/en/
https://aufstand-der-geschichten.de/was-kann-europa-von-chemnitz-lernen/
https://www.europaeischer-wettbewerb.de/
mailto:baerbel.bach@lasub.smk.sachsen.de
mailto:anna.staab@asa-ff.de

